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Heinrich Isaac, 1450-1517, Innsbruck, ich muss dich lassen a
4; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rl712ZGflAQ

Bach BWV244-16 Ich bin's, ich sollte biRen https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gt2K1KYkblo
Bach BWV 244-44 Wer hat dich so geschlagen https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1N_WArJgzPU

Fix- (4/6/2020)% i3 % & by Rev. Shirley Lin

The other day on Facebook, | saw a meme. It said, this is the lentiest lent | have ever lented. |
thought that was funny, but also really sad, because it felt so true. Lent is supposed to be a
somber time. A time of sacrifice, repentance, and deep reflection with the Lord and of our
faith.

This is a strange time because the world has suddenly become a scary place that feels very
unsafe. | am not sure that there's anything we can do to make it feel safer. | wonder if Christ
felt this kind of uncertainty in the desert and during the temptations.

Even though we are on lockdown, 1 still have to go to work. In fact, the other day my manager
says to me that | should work more if | wanted to. There has never been a time in my whole
career where people needed a chaplain more than they do right now.

The problem is, I don't want to work more. I'm scared too. But, support, whether it's emotional
or spiritual, is all given by video right now. It is only the chaplain that in the hospital in person.
The nurses tell me it feels like a war zone in the hospital with fear in their eyes. They tell me of
their patients dying with no family there. They dont say that their hearts are breaking but I can
see it in the way they hold themselves up. This means | will go where I'm needed.

Every day, | watch the news like I've never done before. Every day, they remind us that what
we are doing is a sacrifice. The sacrifice of leaving or not leaving your home for the greater
good. We are all doing what we can so that we can get through this together; we cannot do it
alone.

What I know from my faith, which the readings today reiterated, is that our God is a God of
steadfast love who is righteous and will not forsake us. There is darkness in the world, but the
light is there and God has made sure of it in the presence of Jesus Christ.
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Our God is a God of justice; a God of love, faithfulness, righteousness, and abundance. In this
time of great fear and worry, in this time of great grief and loss, it can be easy to dwell in the
darkness and not see God. Yet, our God is one of steadfast, abundant love. God is always there
for us. We are not in this alone. We, the people living through the pandemic, will come out
stronger at the end of this, as we, the followers of Christ, do at the end of Holy Week.

Let us use this week to reflect on life, the world, and our faith. Let us remember the sacrifices
not only of ourselves, but the all of us in the world, reminding us that we are all God's people
and we are all in it together.
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