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L: Once God’s plan was a mystery, hidden from our sight. Now God
has disclosed what was kept secret for so very long. He has brought it
out in the light. In the brighter light on this fourth Sunday in Advent,
may we see more clearly the glory of God in Christ and sing of the
steadfast love of the Lord forever.

ALL: With my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all

generations. I declare that your steadfast love is established
forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
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Light four candles, see them glow brightly, so that all may know how
four candles show the way. Making our darkness bright as God’s day.
Your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm
as the heavens.

ATRH AL )Prayer (Lord's PLAYEL) .. ccumecerieeerurerieeireriseeseeiesseeiesiessessesesssseninens ¥
T & 48 Ritual Of FEllOWShID coocuuecierieieireiecieeieseiseiceeeiesiseises e g ™
=/ Responsive Reading: Luke 1:40b-55.....c.cviniveieieiiineinirireenennes g

L: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.

ALL: Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his
name

L: His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
ALL: He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the

it

proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

L: He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted
up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the
rich away empty.

ALL: He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to
Abraham and to his descendants forever."
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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end."Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will
be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel
departed from her.
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And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in
the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall
be the one of peace.
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L: O sing to the Lord a new song Sing to the Lord, all the earth, Tell of
his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his
marvelous works among all the peoples.

ALL: We light the Christ candle to remind us that the Savior is

born!
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into
being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
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Light the candle ..o, Simon/ Kandy
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