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Leader: Gracious God, you give us more blessings than we deserve.

We thank you for everything you have made and feel your presence
everywhere. We thank you for your forgiveness and for Jesus Christ.
People: Accept our thanks, O God.

Leader: For our homes and our family and friends, for the work we have
and our ability to do it, for all the good things that happen every day,
People: Accept our thanks, O God.

Leader: For our faith and everything that helps us know that you are
there,

People: Accept our thanks, O God.

Leader: For the hard times where what we want may not be what we need,
but for things always getting better,

People: Accept our thanks, O God.

Leader: For the Holy Spirit, who is always with us,

People: Accept our thanks, O God,

Leader: For yours is the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as

indeed you are doing.
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V4 B e AN BIEE (Abstract of Today’s Message): 57

Sometimes, when we focus too much on our individual relationships with
Christ, we neglect to remember that our faith calls us not only to be in
relationship with Christ but also with each other and the church. Our
reformed faith is not about DOING. It is about BEING. Living out the call of
Christ to love one another.

As we head into Thanksgiving week, there is much in the world that makes
us concerned and worried. There is violence and fear. There is the threat of
war and terrorism; poverty and illness; hunger and pain. But let us remember
that Christ is our salvation that God is love, and that the Spirit of the Lord is
always with us as our strength. Through that, we have a community of
believers that support and love each other and it is in this relationship that we
can get through any difficult time and feel the blessing in our lives.
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